The sixteen exquisitely crafted stories in Island prove Alistair MacLeod to be a master. Quietly, precisely, He has created a body of work that is among the greatest to appear in English in the last fifty years.
3. In "The Return" the grandmother tells her grandson, "It is not that easy to change what is a part of you" [p. 92] ; in "As Birds Bring Forth the Sun" the son realizes, "You cannot not know what you do know" [p. 320] ; and in "Clearances" the old man muses to his dog about the life that each of them is currently leading, "Neither of us was born for this" [p. 430] .
How do each of these statements convey the theme of fate in Island ? How do the characters cope with their sense of destiny?
4.
What is the significance of MacLeod's frequent use of relationships to identify his characters (e.g., fathers, sons, mothers, grandfathers, etc.) and his spare use of his characters' given names?
5.
The majority of the stories are told in the first person by a male narrator. What is the effect of this style on the reader's perception of the events? How is the narrator both an active participant and an outside observer of these events? Does the "narrator" ever judge? Is it MacLeod's voice that the reader hears? 
